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July 19, 1940
CHURCHES AFTER THE CIVIL VAR

Thic is taken from the 1926 Blue Book and was vritten by

Angrew Price.
It runs in my femily to try to wipe out the bitterness of

the uivil wer. In 1873, Williem T. Price,*now 43 years old, ves
pastor of & church in Virginia. He haed been a minister in the
Presbyterien vhurch for 15 years end hed been Chaplein of Pickets
Bregede during the war. In 1873 he was sent as & delegate from the
Prespytery to the Genersl Assembly at Little Rock, Arkenses, end
there he made & motion looking forwaed to the union of the northern
sni southernu branches of the church and he came nigh $o being

lynchei., His resolutions did not receive & single vote. The old

grey wolves of the Assembly turned to rend him. He never £ot over

it end to the dey of his death would never 4:

he was glsd to escape With his 1ife.
Ihere was & great man in the Meth




Drs Wllilam Srpvnios Richrond spoke kEindly of svr rriena

but expressed bewilderment that he should have ventured on such
an cscapade without consultation with an older end more experienced
churchmsu. The good bosk says: In the multitude of coumselore is
safety, and it does seem a pity that in s rmatter of public import,
and at a day so beset with obstructions, & man of excellent sense,
high character &s1nd unexcelled devotion, should not have becn prudent
enough to consult with brethern before leunching himself on

such deep waters. ¥or my part, however, L glory in the spunk of

e men who thinks for himself, has the courage of his convictione,
end on all proper occasions it ready to express them snywvhere, every
vhere. While he felt a sudden abashment for the suddemmess of hie
teking off, he had the consultation of having done whet he thought
right. In & long life, too, he has maintained his integrity as a
christian thinker and worker and ic exerting his strength in

behalf of the churches of the world."
At & critical time in his ( Mr. Price )ce

foot in it by meking a motion without having
to consult with brethern having more experient
The Lord spared him to the age of ninety, s
which time he was an ordained minister.

killiem T. Price end his £




rockaway and sent
over the mountsins by the most ai
net rec !
At Dayton we got & small or s
orgen that was tied on hehind th
Bhi .he carriege.
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3 1 the rosd
e and at night stopped with Presbyterisuns along

oad. iy fether had presac :
preached &ll through the mountsine for
meny years a s i goi
¥y 2 s and was now going out of the land of dgypt to meke
his las and i '
lact stend in thee mountains. He had married late, &nd hed

grovn 0ld with a family of small children on his hends, and wes

now on his retresat.

The following is from the Focahontas Times &ni V&€
rritten by Calvin W.rrice.

My ovmn father, the late Dr. Viilliem . Price, was & man

of unusual telent, great lesarning and high culture. Through

his long carecer as & minister, he constantly refused calls 1o

the big churches up north. He found joy in his plainl#éeen duty

of serving and building congregations which needed him more then

he needed them. Others have buildzsd on sure foundetions he laide

He lived to see fields he had opened occupied hyga;ﬂozan,ministers.

Opce he was asked 1f his sixty years of labor for others hed been

worth the while. Yhe reply came promptly, if there
his credit other than touching the 1ife of one ce
boy and influencing him to enter the Gospel mini
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g e

poor; he dwelt among his own people,

* - ]
ihe southern Episcopal churches hgg to change their prayer
books to show allegiance 1o the Lonfederate otates of Americs

but the churches in the north continued to clases them as belonging
to their church end during the four years of the wer, in their
conclaves marked the southern representatives &s unavoidably
ebsent, so the church wss in a Imeasure autometically restored

at the end of the war on the same plan that Lincoln had worked out

for the civil government of the ceceding states.

*
From-= 1926 Blue Book




